Frans Timmermans 
The four core principles of The Ventotene Manifesto: social justice, freedom of the people, peace and solidarity;
These principles remain as alive and relevant as when they were written by Altiero Spinelli and Ernesto Rossi in the early days of WWII. The Ventotene Manifesto was written in a time of war, division, and fascism. Europe has come a very long way since these days. It is in very large part thank to the European Union if today our continent of peace, freedom, democracy, social justice and solidarity. But these principles are being challenged across our continent by a new generation of populists. We, progressives need to stand our ground and defend the principles of social democracy, of the EU, and of the Ventotene Manifesto.
 
A new Sustainable Development Pact to replace the Stability and Growth Pact;
PES Manifesto: “The EU must adopt a Sustainable Development Pact with social and ecological targets to ensure that economic interests do not trump the environment. A Just Transition Fund will help to implement the UN’s Sustainable Development Agenda and Goals by 2030 in a socially fair way.”
PES Lisbon Congress Resolution: “The EU must be committed to both stability and sustainable growth. The main aim is to bring prosperity and wellbeing to all. Economic governance has to be more balanced. It is unsustainable for budget rules to recognise only cuts, and not spending, as an economic driver.”
 
The reforming of the Treaties by adopting a new Charter for sovereign European democracy with a special focus on public control and accountability;
 PES Lisbon Congress Resolution calls for “a fully-fledged transnational parliamentary democracy. We will take action to make European democracy more participatory, inclusive and sustainable, and bring the institutions closer to citizens. We have already been paving the way by establishing the institution of a PES Common Candidate as a symbol of our belief in the need for the politicisation of Europe. This is an opening, which could in the future be followed by the establishment of transnational lists in the European Parliament elections. We believe that there is more to be done in seeking reforms that will bring more transparency, responsiveness and accountability to the European institutions and decision-making processes.”
 
The pre-eminence of social rights, education and collective bargaining over the freedoms for capital;
PES Manifesto: “Social rights for citizens must take priority over economic freedoms for big corporations.”
PES Lisbon Congress Resolution: “For us, neither basic economic freedoms nor competition rules take precedence over fundamental social rights. This must be translated into European law and integrated as a fundamental principle in the EU treaties, with a social progress protocol. The prominence of social rights and the objective of social progress must also be reaffirmed for the further development of the Economic and Monetary Union.”
 
A pan-European conference for peace and collective security to reject war;
PES Lisbon Congress Resolution: “ Building peace is in Europe’s DNA. For centuries, Europe was the theatre of bloody wars and destruction. On the contrary, the idea of the European Union is based on tolerance, trust and peaceful coexistence of nations. It is the reason why we believe that the European Union has to become a force for peace and reconciliation. We support the great work done by the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, not least in leading the negotiations to preserve the nuclear deal with Iran. We believe that the war in Syria can be ended through meaningful political talks between all parties, with particular attention to the Kurdish community for their fight against Daesh, and through a negotiated solution in the framework of the Geneva talks led by the United Nations.”
PES Manifesto: “In an increasingly unstable world, Europe must be a beacon of democracy, peace and stability, as well as a benchmark for social justice, dialogue, multilateralism, human rights, decent work, the rule of law, sustainable development and gender equality.
We will further develop our common European defence, pooling and sharing our resources to ensure peace and security, in cooperation with NATO and other international organisations.”
 
The implementation of a European reindustrialization policy harnessing the circular economy, providing high-quality jobs in the framework of carbon neutrality; The accessible retraining of laid-off workers and the pursue of the redistribution of wealth created by the new technologies;
PES Manifesto: “Europe must move to a circular model of production and consumption that respects our planet’s limits.”
“We need a long-term Investment Plan to prepare our industries and workers so they benefit from the green transition, the digital revolution and the growth of artificial intelligence. Europe’s industrial strategy must channel investment into research and innovation, support training and life-long learning, and ensure that jobs are created and protected in the EU.”
 
The implementation of environmentally friendly policies and sustainable strategies to reverse the hazardous effects of climate change -on our societies, economies, public health, and environment;
[bookmark: m_920837861876860858__Hlk535857641]PES Manifesto: “A SUSTAINABLE EUROPE THAT PROTECTS OUR PLANET. Europe must be a leader in fighting for the environment and tackling climate change, particularly as some of our international partners are falling behind. Europe must protect biodiversity on our continent and globally and stop pollution. Our vision combines the protection of our planet with the interest of all our citizens; clean air, clean water, clean energy and quality food must be accessible to all. The EU must adopt a Sustainable Development Pact with social and ecological targets to ensure that economic interests do not trump the environment. A Just Transition Fund will help to implement the UN’s Sustainable Development Agenda and Goals by 2030 in a socially fair way. We will raise the EU’s climate ambition in line with the Paris Agreement and the latest science on climate change. Protecting the environment requires the renewal of European industry to make us a leader in renewable energies and become climate-neutral by 2050, at the latest. CO2 emissions should be taxed EU-wide in a socially fair way, making polluters pay and supporting investment in affordable clean energy. By improving mobility and air quality and providing affordable and energy-efficient housing we can improve citizens’ quality of life. To deliver this, we will promote a Plan for Affordable Housing and Clean Public Transport in Europe. We will fight energy and water poverty, and guarantee accessible, healthy and good quality food, safe products and an end to damaging exposure to toxic chemicals. A reform of the EU's agricultural policy should help meet new societal demands, including sustainable production methods, better nutrition, reduced food waste, better animal welfare, climate protection and the preservation of biodiversity.”
 
True gender equality at work and in all aspects of life by means of binding gender mainstreaming for EU policy;
PES Manifesto: “A FEMINIST EUROPE WITH EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL. Any form of discrimination is unacceptable in our modern European societies. We want a binding EU Gender Equality Strategy, through which we will continue to lead the fight to end the pay and pension gaps, combat sexual harassment and gender-based violence, and ensure that every individual has access to their full sexual and reproductive rights. Every person has the right to decide over their own body. We believe in a society where women and men enjoy the same work-life balance and equal political participation; every woman has the right to a career, just as every man has the right to raise his children and care for his family. We will be relentless in our fight to end all forms of discrimination. Europe should remove legal and societal obstacles for LGBTI people to live freely, equally and with respect.”
 
A common European framework for fighting tax evasion and money laundering;
PES Manifesto: “We want tax justice and will continue to lead the fight against tax evasion, tax avoidance and aggressive tax planning. We will promote a common European approach to ensure a proper level of effective taxation and stop downward corporate tax competition. Every citizen and every company must make a fair contribution to society by respecting their tax obligations.”
 
A shared European migration and asylum policy based on humanity and solidarity under a duly reformed Dublin system;
[bookmark: m_920837861876860858_OLE_LINK6][bookmark: m_920837861876860858_OLE_LINK5][bookmark: m_920837861876860858_OLE_LINK4][bookmark: m_920837861876860858_OLE_LINK1][bookmark: m_920837861876860858_OLE_LINK2][bookmark: m_920837861876860858_OLE_LINK3]PES Manifesto: “Europe needs a fair common asylum and migration policy, based on shared responsibility and solidarity among Member States, and cooperation with countries of origin and transit. We could all benefit from a well-managed, regular and fair migration system; it can help strengthen the economy, generate new jobs and maintain our welfare system. Europe must manage migration in a more dignified, just and orderly way, maintaining effective control of its borders while fighting human trafficking and the criminal exploitation of people, and enhancing the protection of those in need of asylum. To do this, we must open safe and legal channels, support protection capacities in adjacent regions and tackle the root causes of migration, including climate change. This will require a new partnership with Africa and a comprehensive European Investment Plan for Africa. We will promote better funding of integration policies and support host cities and communities.”
 

